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Community 
Conversations

• June 2015



Restrict Non-Menthol Flavored 
Tobacco Products to Adult-only 

Tobacco Shops
• Minneapolis
– Passed July 2015 

– Effective January 2016

• Saint Paul
– Passed January 2016

– Effective April 2016



July 2016-July 2017

• Building menthol coalition

• Meeting with community leaders

• Working on menthol campaign
– Had to create our own



August 1, 2016

• Beautiful Lie Ugly Truth campaign kicks off!





Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDFseDzd63s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDFseDzd63s


Campaign Video









• 50+ organizations working together to 
advocate for menthol tobacco restrictions
– Community groups, African American leadership, 

health plans, public health, medical community, 
faith community, etc.



Minneapolis Menthol Policy

LaTrisha Vetaw, NorthPoint, Inc.
Betsy Brock
Association for 
Nonsmokers-Minnesota



Minneapolis Policy Timeline/Process

• March 13: Educational hearing in Health 
Committee

• June 16: Formal introduction of ordinance and 
beginning of t-shirt war!

• July 20: Press conference
• July 24: Public hearing in Health Committee, 60+ 

supportive testifiers and “Quorum-ghazi”
• August 2: Health Committee take two and 

Committee of the Whole
• August 4: Final vote

















Opposition - Minneapolis





Saint Paul Policy Timeline/Process

• June/July 2017: Meeting with Councilmembers
• Early Sept: Ordinance introduced (with 6 

sponsors!)
• Late Sept: Two public hearings
• 4 week delay
• Late Oct: Two amendments
– Implementation date
– Liquor store exemption

• Nov 1: Ordinance passed 6-1



Our Advocacy 

• Noteworthy resolutions of support
– Saint Paul School Board

– Business Review Council 

– Ramsey County Commissioners

• Letters of support – 59 from organizations

• Emails/calls from residents to 
Councilmembers

• Meetings with Councilmembers 

• Media – Letters to the editor, Press 
conference



September 20, 2017: Public Hearing #1



Press Conference: Sept 25



Press Conference





Opposition – St. Paul

• Former Congressman Kendrick Meek and John 
Dixon (NOBLE) met with Saint Paul community 
leaders

• Tobacco industry hired Faegre Baker Daniels 
and LS2 to lobby against ordinance. 

• Coalition of Neighborhood Retailers A.K.A. 
National Association of Tobacco Outlets 
(NATO) 









Recommendations

1. Community engagement & young people

2. Don’t underestimate the opposition

3. Check-in often with your council champions 
and supporters

4. Clear talking points/messaging



THANK YOU! 

BETSY BROCK
BETSY@ANSRMN.ORG 

ALICIA LEIZINGER
ALICIA@ANSRMN.ORG 
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